Athletic Council Meeting

Thursday, April 13, 2011
10:00 a.m.

Glen Sanders Mansion

Attendance:  Adirondack:  Rich McCabe; Steve Nolan; Jason Humiston


          Big Ten:  Mary Ann Fritz; Dennis McLaughlin; Pat Moran

          CHVL:  Derrick Conte; Art Schmich; Meghan Reynolds

                        Colonial:  Joe Sapienza; Ron Racey; Dale Wotherspoon
                        Foothills:  Mike DeMagistris; Burgess Ovitt; Chip Corlew

          Patroon:  James Derby; Kevin Bowes; Mark Bubniak

          Suburban:  Dave Foust; Joe Scalise; Larry Gillooley


          Wasaren:  Deb Lauver; Mike Lilac, Jr.; Donna VanZandt


          Western:  Shelley Murphy; Charlie Karker; Todd Jones


Executive Committee:  Eileen Troy; Jamie Rockhill; Fred Gula; Liz Hemstead;



Glenn Westfall; Mike Kardash; Doug Kenyon



Absent:  Paul Jenkins; Chuck Abba; Joe Murphy; Roger Seward; Mike



McCarthy

Minutes

President Troy welcomed everyone.  She thanked all the sport coordinators and athletic directors for making the fall and winter sport seasons a success.
President Troy reviewed the three goals for 2010-2011 year.
1. Educate and assist the new Athletic Directors.  Believe we are doing that with some success.

2. Improve communication with the Chief School Officers.

a. A letter was sent from President Troy and Doug to all Superintendents and Athletic Directors outlining how Section 2 operates.  
b. We encourage you to discuss each agenda with your respective Superintendents/Principals.
c. Joe Murphy is the Superintendent’s representative and Chuck Abba is the Principals’ representative on the Executive Committee.  CSO and Principals are encouraged to contact Joe and Chuck with any questions or concerns.

3. Limit spending.

a. Sport coordinators have done a great job in this area.
b. There are some things that sports have been used to doing that the Section should not have been funding.  We are not trying to pit one sport against another.  We are trying to be consistent from sport to sport.
c. Sports raise funds to pay for things for their sport. (i.e. – Boys and girls basketball sell t-shirts, 50/50’s to generate extra funds that they use to pay for things for their sports.)  The Section only pays for sectional awards.  We do not pay for all star awards, etc.  The Section does not pay for banquets.  Sports that provide additional awards to sectional champions/all star teams bear the responsibility of funding such awards.
d. The Section is looking at a ball contract for soccer.

Each sport has an Executive Committee member liaison for information and communication purposes.  Liaisons and sport coordinators must work together to follow our established procedures.  Sport coordinators must submit all requests for approval of expenses to appropriate Executive Committee liaison.  

Seven of the nine leagues are represented on the Executive Committee.  Please do not hesitate to utilize any of the members for information or if you have a question.  We will be electing two new people to the Executive Committee at our June meeting, 2nd Vice President and Male PE representative.  We are fortunate to have some very qualified candidates apply and we thank them for their willingness to service Section 2.  
Additions to Agenda:   
1. FAT Timing

2. AD Workshop Date 

3. Co-ordination of Boys Soccer schedules

4. Co-sponsored Activities

5. Modified – pitching distance

I. President’s Report




- Eileen Troy
A. Acknowledged Schuylerville HS as the Winter 2010-2011 Scholar Athlete Team State Champion in Boys Skiing.
B. President Troy also acknowledged all the Section teams and individuals that are NYSPHSAA champions.  Congratulations to all – Great Job!!!
C. Central Committee – Male PE Representative
Nominations Committee Candidates:

1. Robert McGuire – Athletic Director at Burnt Hills/Ballston Lake

2. Peter Strand – Baseball Coach at Watervliet 

a. Voting Item – June 1, 2011 Athletic Council Meeting

D. 2nd Vice President – 
Nominations Committee Candidates:

1. Scott Bojanich – Principal at Granville
2. Nick Fitzgerald – Athletic Director at South Glens Falls

a. Voting Item – June 1, 2011 Athletic Council Meeting

E. Girls Swimming Coordinator – 

1. Matt Turner – girls & boys swimming coach at Burnt Hills

a. Voting Item – June 1, 2011 Athletic Council Meeting
F. Sport Coordinator Appointments – 2 year appointments

1. Baseball – Al Roy

2. Boys Basketball – Mike Lilac

3. Girls Basketball – Pete Bly

4. Boys Bowling – Bill Neumann

5. Girls Bowling – Hugo McGroty

6. Boys Cross Country – Ed Springstead

7. Girls Cross Country – Marbry Gansle

8. Field Hockey – Mary ann Bump

9. Football – Gary VanDerzee

10. Boys Golf – Jak Bestle

11. Girls Golf – Eileen Troy

12. Ice Hockey – Scott Stuart

13. Boys Indoor Track – Doug Hadley

14. Girls Indoor Track – Bob Wallen

15. Boys Lacrosse – Bob Gula

16. Girls Lacrosse – Liz Parry

17. Nordic Skiing – Bob Underwood

18. Alpine Skiing – Steve Jackson

19. Boys Soccer – Jim Gillis

20. Girls Soccer – Tom Husser

21. Softball – Cathy Allen

22. Boys Swimming – Brian Melanson

23. Girls Swimming – Matt Turner

24. Boys & Girls Tennis – Stanley France

25. Boys Outdoor Track – Dave Petersen

26. Girls Outdoor Track – Mark Therrien

27. Boys Volleyball – Chuck Peters

28. Girls Volleyball – Peggy Seese

29. Wrestling – George Chickanis

Voting Item – June 1, 2011 Athletic Council Meeting

G. Section 2 Officers – 2-year positions

Candidates:

1. President – Paul Jenkins

2. 1st Vice President – Jamie Rockhill

3. 2nd Vice President – Scott Bojanich and Nick Fitzgerald

4. Secretary/Asst. Treasurer – Fred Gula

5. Treasurer – Roger Seward

Voting Item – June 1, 2011 Athletic Council Meeting

H. Boys Soccer Seeding Proposal – (attached)

Jim Gillis presented the two proposals to the Athletic Council 

Questions:  None

Discussion:  Take back to your schools and leagues and be prepared to vote at the next Athletic Council meeting.  This will be two separate proposals

Voting Item – June 1, 2011 Athletic Council Meeting

II. Executive Director’s Report






- Doug Kenyon

A. FAT Timing – Schools were using FAT from outside organizations.  If you are hiring FAT equipment, the operator must be a certified official per the Officials Agreement.

B. Athletic Directors Workshop – 

Date:  Wednesday, October 12, 2011

Site and Time:  TBA

C. Outside Agency – Co-sponsored Events

Action Item Below – for approval of applications from Mechanicville, Gloversville and Fort Plain to host Mudville softball tournaments.

D. Modified – Pitching Distance:  See below under modified report by Mike Kardash.

E. Splitting of Classes – (Report Attached)
Voting Item – June 1, 2011 Athletic Council Meeting
F. Cheerleading – (Report Attached)




 – Liz Hemstead

1. Liz reviewed the report that is attached.  

2. It appears that at the May 6-7 NYSPHSAA Central Committee meeting this will be voted on.  Could be presented in any of the following three ways.

a. Do we want to make Cheerleading a sport?

b. Do we agree with the framework if Cheerleading were a sport?

c. If we accept the report does that automatically make Cheerleading a sport?

3. Questions:

a. Raised by several leagues:  How can we add a sport which will impact schools and the section financially, when schools are dropping sports and programs?

Liz:  That has been my take on this from the beginning.  We raised that very question and were told that the moratorium was on existing sports.  It did not prohibit us from adding new sports.  I agree that this goes against common sense.

b. Would a school have to pick one kind of cheer over another?

Liz:  You may have both.  You do not have to pick one form.

G.  Athletic Council and Executive Committee meeting dates – 2011-2012
                                                  Athletic Council

September 21, 2011

November 30, 2011

February 1, 2012

April 18, 2012

June 6, 2012

Van Patten Country Club – Clifton Park @ 10:00 a.m.
Executive Committee
August 25, 2011

November 3, 2011

January 5, 2012

March 8, 2012

May 3, 2012

July 26, 2012

Holiday Inn – Saratoga @ 9:00 a.m.
Sport Coordinator Meeting
August 25, 2011 

Holiday Inn – Saratoga @ noon
Athletic Directors Workshop
October 12, 2011

Van Patten Country Club – Clifton Park

 8:00 a.m. Registration w/ 8:30 Sharp Stat Time
League Presidents Meeting
October 25, 2011

Holiday Inn – Saratoga @ 9:00 a.m.

H. Sport Season Starting Dates – 2011-2012

1. The following sport season starting dates were a voting item at the February 3, 2010, Athletic Council meeting for the 2011-2012 school year.
Fall Sports -

August 15, 2011 – Football




August 22, 2011 – All Sports Other Than Football




September 1, 2011 – All Modified Sports – including football

Winter Sports - 
November 7, 2011 – All Sports




November 19, 2011 – Wrestling Certification

Spring Sports - 
March 5, 2012

I. Championship Philosophy Committee – (Report Attached)
1. Doug gave a brief overview of the report.  This will be a voting item at the May 6-7 NYSPHSAA Central Committee meeting.
2. Action Item Below
J. Community Service Challenge – (Application Attached)

1. Deadline is May 1st.  Please submit to Doug ASAP.
K. Conflict of Interest Policy – (Attached)

Please review and take back to your schools and leagues.  

Voting Item – June 1, 2011 Athletic Council Meeting

L. Football:  Head to Head Interpretation
(attached)

- Gary VanDerzee
1. Discussion/Questions - None
2. Voting Item:  June 1, 2011, Athletic Council Meeting.

M. Constitution Revisions – Meeting Tuesday, April 19th 

N. Strategic Planning Committee - 




- Doug Kenyon

1. Peter Bednarek is the Section 2 representative.  Any input should be submitted to him.

2. Update from March 31st meeting is attached.

O. Communications for NYSPHSAA Office – 

1. The list of Scholar/Athlete Teams for the Winter season is on the Section 2 website.
III. Secretary’s Report







- Fred Gula 

1. Lifetime passes, which are issued once a year, were given to the following:  John DeMeo; James Connolly; Robert McGuire; Thomas Howley; Brenda Adams; James Dempsey; Mark Therrien; James Carrese; John Conway; Deb Wilday; Michael Collier; Sue Kardash and Doug Luke.
2. Let Fred know ASAP if there was an oversight.
IV. Treasurer’s Report







- Fred Gula
A. If you have any winter expenses or sectional financial reports, please submit them to Roger ASAP.  We are trying to close our books on the winter sports.
1.  Either mail to 341 Hammondtown Road, Amsterdam, NY 12010 or e-mail to rseward605@gmail.com 
2. Reminder:  Sectional expenses go to Roger Seward; Regional  and State expenses go to Fred Gula/state lodging and transportation to Fred.  (Section 2 does not provide meals.  Meals are the responsibility of teams/individual athletes.)

V. State Report








- Glenn Westfall 
A. Cross Country:  Section 2 will vote in favor of athletes from each Section will wear their sectional colored t-shirts, providing there is no cost to the individual Section’s budget.
B. Boys & Girls Tennis:  Section 2 will vote in favor of the Commitment to Compete Form.
C. Ice Hockey:  Section 2 will vote in favor of the waiver of NFHS rule to allow a maximum of 2 game disqualifications per contest for a coach or player.
D. Safety Committee:  Section 2 will vote in favor of the recommendation that the safety meeting mandate be required every other year.
E. Scrimmages:  Review the scrimmage rules with your coaches.  Each sport has its own definition.
VI. NYSPHSAA Office Report





- no representative
A. March and April office reports attached.
B. Jenna, the intern from NYSPHSAA handed out American Cancer decals for all the schools.

VII. Committee Reports – 

A. Eligibility/Mergers –  (none)





- Paul Jenkins
B. Officials – 
Coordination of boys’ soccer schedules:

The issue is that there are only 118 officials for the entire Section 2 territory.  Coverage for lower level contests has been poor.  Scott Reynolds from Averill Park is now the President of the boys’ soccer officials’ organization.  I am encouraged that with the help of the OCC we will make some changes to service all of our member schools.  Please go back to your leagues and provide information to your OCC representative regarding how we can coordinate our schedules.  (Possible alternating days for modified contests, etc.)


Question:  Will the modified coverage be the same as last year?


Doug:  Hopefully, there will be some improvement.


Jim Gillis:  With some JV programs being cut, that should help the modified 

coverage. 

Officials’ Negotiation Progress:

1. We had the required five (5) meetings with the officials’ negotiators.
2. We made our final offer – 

a. 5-year contract

1) First 2 years (freeze)

2) Final 3 years - $5 total increase- distribute over final 3 years.  Can be 2-2-1; 1-2-2 or 2-1-2.

3) The officials are taking back to their member groups.  On April 17th they will meet and then we will meet with them.

4) If they do not agree, we will go to fact finding and possibly arbitration.

C. Awards –  







- Fred Gula
1.  We have 2 new vendors for the plaques and the patches.  We will be e-mailing you the order forms shortly.  Please return them ASAP.  Since the vendors are new, if you have any problems, let Fred know immediately.

a. Question:  If we have a team that is a merger, do they each receive a plaque?

Answer:  NO.  The schools can always purchase an additional plaque.

b. Question:  If a sport makes the split at the seeding meeting, is it going to be a problem to get another plaque in time for finals.

Answer:  Since the vendor is local it should not.

2. Coordinators:  Please do an inventory and only order what you really need.  Do not order patches if you have enough for the 2011-2012 year.

D. Constitution/Mixed Competition/Sr. All Star –



- Doug Kenyon
1. Sr. Allstar – deadline was May 1st.  Please fax to Doug as soon as possible.

E. Modified:  







- Mike Kardash

At the modified committee meeting prior to the Athletic Council meeting, it was discussed how leagues were dealing with the reduction of contests and budget cuts.

1. JV programs have been cut.

2. Two leagues have gone to instructional play dates.

3. Eliminated all freshman programs.

4. Eliminated all modified programs.

5. Left up to the individual schools.

Mike pointed out that the following example.  The Mercy Rule was passed at the NYSPHSAA meeting.  Today the vote will be to give Section approval.  If it passes, then your league can approve.  Your league does not have to use the mercy rule; you just would have the option of using the mercy rule.  
1. Mercy Rule:  The modified committee recommends approval.
2. Baseball – 5 Run Rule:  The modified committee recommends approval.

3. Volleyball – Service Line to Extend to 2 Meters:  The modified committee recommends no.

4. Field Hockey:  Add to the sports of boys and girls lacrosse that allow teams that only have one goal keeper to play that goal keeper for all 4 quarters of an extended play game or all 5 quarters of a 5 quarter contest, effective fall of 2011.
5. Wrestling:  In program 1 for the sport of wrestling the maximum weight class will be increased from 158 to 165 and a wrestler must weigh a minimum of 67 pounds to compete at the lowest weight class of 74 pounds, effective fall of 2011.

6. Soccer:  To eliminate the mandate that all soccer goalies at the modified level wear an “all purpose type foam helmet.”  Discussion Item
7. Softball:  With section/league approval the pitching distance for modified softball will be 40 feet or 43 feet, effective immediately.  The modified committee feels that since the season has already started it should not be changed mid season.  However, for the future in favor of this.

8. Basketball:  With section/league approval institute the three point shot.  Discussion Item
F. Classification:  







- Glenn Westfall

Glenn advised that if the voting members of the Athletic Council need to discuss prior to a vote, they should request a caucus.  
President Troy advised that Green Tech would like the opportunity to speak prior to the vote regarding classification of their football program.  She advised that Green Tech will present their information; the Athletic Council may ask questions; then we will continue with the agenda.  The vote will be taken under the Action Items.  Prior to the action items we will take a five minute break if necessary.

Green Tech was represented by Bill Spath, the Athletic Director, and Administrator John Taylor. 

Bill Spath:


Green Tech is a public school.


No other football program has been classified like this.  


Only have six game experience (5-1) as a JV program.


Need to start at a classification where they can be competitive.


Still securing a home field.


Think about what is best for the athletes.


The program can always be moved up to a higher classification.

John Taylor:


School is built on academics.


The school is only three years old.


Concerned about the health and well being of the athletes.  Not ready for AA 



level of competition.  


Risk of injuries.


Winning and losing is not of great importance.

Questions:


How are students accepted?


John:  Open enrollment.  Any student may apply.  By April 1st if we have more



students apply than we have room for, there would be a lottery.  We



have never been at full enrollment.  We are a college preparatory 



school.  Must have a 2.5 average to play sports.


Do you have to enter as a freshman?


John:  You could enter after; but we prefer as a freshman.


What is the enrollment?


John:  Presently 240 and projected 300 next year.  It is open enrollment from



The city of Albany.  If there is availability and someone else applies, they



May.  We have a few from Troy and a couple from Schenectady.  



Approximately 95% of the students are from Albany.



That would be 300 boys as a maximum for enrollment.


What percentage of the 300 play sports?


John:  20%


What levels and sports will you have next year?


John:  Wrestling and JV and Varsity Football.


What was your record?


John:  5-1 at the JV level.  That was with 11 graders on the JV team.

G. Transfer:   none







- Chuck Abba
H. Sportsmanship (Bad) – (attached)




- Eileen Troy

1. Seven coaches being DQ’d is too many.
2. Some schools have not reported to me.  I will be contacting the schools and following up further.
I. Sportsmanship (Good)
(attached)




- Cathy Stanilka

1. Please go on the NYSPHSAA website and complete the sportsmanship survey by April 15th.  All schools that fill out the survey will receive a certificate from the NYSPHSAA and will be eligible for the section plaque award and the state banner award sponsored by Pupil Benefits, Inc.
J. Safety








- Adam Barnhart

1. Athletic Trainers:  Take back to your leagues regarding use and effectiveness of athletic trainers.
2. Thunder & Lightning Policy:  Familiarize yourself with the policy.  Make sure you have a place for the athletes to go.

3. Scrimmages:  Make sure you follow the rules for scrimmages.

4. Concussion Management:  Athletic trainers and Athletic Directors have met resistance regarding athletes sitting out.  Schools are encouraged to develop a Board of Education approved concussion management policy.  A draft policy and guidelines can be found on the NYSPHSAA website.  Educate your staff through a FREE on-line course at www.nfhslearn.org 
5. Composite Bats – You need to know what bats are legal and what ones are not.  Contact Adam for the list.
6. Heat Index:  Review your Head Index guidelines and procedures.
7. Wind Chill:  Review your guidelines for Wind Chill.
8. AED:  Make sure that there is one minutes accessibility to an AED.

9. First Aid Update:  Cohoes HS – June 23, 2011 – 8:30 to 10:30 am
K. Budget & Finance






- Mike Kardash

1.  The committee met with the league presidents immediately after the February Athletic Council meeting.  We will stay the course.  The fall revenue that came in as good.  However, wrestling usually makes money, lost money this year.
2. We are going to stay with our goals
VIII. Action Items:

A. Albany Leadership Charter School:  Motion by James Derby; 2nd by Larry Gillooley to approve the Classification Committee’s recommendation to classify Albany Leadership Charter School as a Class A for girls’ basketball starting with the 2011-2012 school year.
Discussion:

Vote:  27-0 Passed

B. Catholic Central:  Motion by James Derby; 2nd by Deb Lauver to approve the Classification Committee’s recommendation to reclassify Catholic Central as a Class D for football starting with the 2011-2012 school year.

Discussion:

Vote:  27-0 Passed
C. Green Tech:  Motion by Burgess Ovitt; 2nd by Ron Racey to approve the Classification Committee’s recommendation to classify Green Tech Charter School as a Class AA for football starting with the 2011-2012 school year.

Discussion:  

Vote:  25-2 Passed
D. Albany Academies:  Motion by Derrick Conte; 2nd by Charlie Karker to approve the Classification Committee’s recommendation to reclassify Albany Academies as Class D for girls volleyball starting with the 2011-20112 school year.

Discussion:

Vote:  24-3 Passed
E. Loudonville Christian:  Motion by Steve Nolan; 2nd by Charlie Karker to approve the Classification Committee’s recommendation to reclassify Loudonville Christian as Class D for softball starting with the 2011-2012 school year.

Discussion:

Vote:  27-0 Passed
F. Baseball/Softball Mercy Rule:  Motion by Charlie Karker; 2nd by Rich McCabe in favor of with Section/League approval, a “mercy rule” in modified baseball and softball will be permitted, allowing a game to end after a team at the short end of the 15 run rule has completed their fifth at bat.
Discussion:

Vote: 18-9 Passed
G. Baseball Variation 5 run Rule:  Motion by Charlie Karker; 2nd by Ron Racey in favor of with Section/League approval, in modified baseball 5 runs or 3 outs shall conclude each inning EXCEPT for the 7th inning, which shall be played as a normal 3 out inning to conclude the game.

Discussion:

Vote: 18-9 Passed
H. Cheerleading:  Motion by Shelley Murphy; 2nd by Joe Sapienza in favor of making Cheerleading a sport.

Discussion:

Vote:  1-26 Defeated

I. Championship Philosophy Committee:  Motion by Steve Nolan; 2nd by Mike Lilac, Jr. to accept the Championship Philosophy Committee’s report and recommendations.
Discussion:

Vote: 27-0 Passed
J. Outside Agency/Co-sponsored Events:  Motion by Mike DeMagistris; 2nd by Charlie Karker to approve the applications by Gloversville, Mechanicville and Ft. Plain to host the softball Mudville Tournament.

Discussion:

Vote: 27-0 Passed
IX. Sport Committee Reports:

A. Girls Volleyball – Peggy Seese (attached)
1. Vote no on NFHS rules
B. Girls Basketball – Pete Bly (attached)
1. Vote no on NFHS rules

C. Boys Basketball – Mike Lilac (attached)

D. Ice Hockey – Scott Stuart
E. Softball – Cathy Stanilka (attached)
1. Vote no on NFHS rules

F. Girls Indoor Track – Bob Wallen (attached)

G. Boys Indoor Track – Doug Hadley (attached)

H. Boys Volleyball – Chuck Peters (attached)

1. Vote no on NFHS rules

I. Boys Swimming – Brian Melanson (attached)

J. Boys Tennis – Stanley France (attached)
X. League Concerns:

A. Adirondack – None

B. Big Ten – None
C. CHVL – None

D. Colonial – 
1. Uniform rule changes and the effect on budgets.

2. 1st round sectional contests and the distance being traveled.

a. President Troy:  The Executive Committee will be discussing this.
E. Foothills – 
1. Sites for sectionals.

F. Patroon – 
1. Uniform rule changes and the effect on budgets.

G. Suburban –
1. Boys LAX – Officials

a. A dozen of the officials are refusing to do Suburban Council contests.

b. Would like to make sure that these officials do not get sectional assignments.

c. Doug:  This will be on the OCC agenda for the next meeting.

d. President Troy:  The boys’ lacrosse sport committee needs to be aware of this.  Mike Kardash, the Executive Committee liaison, will contact Bob Gula and head this off at the pass regarding sectional assignments.  The Section 2 sport committee is responsible for assignments at the sectional and regional level.  The Section 2 coordinator/sport committee is responsible for selection of officials to work regionals and states.
H. Wasaren –  none
I. Western Athletic - 

1. Uniform rule changes and the effect on budgets.

2. Travel for sectionals.

a. Mike Lilac:  The issue is a top seed giving up a home site.  They don’t want to do it.
b. Please contact Doug if you are will to open your school as a neutral site for sectionals.

XI. NYSAAA/COA/NYSHPERD – Scott Stuart/ Bob McGuire

A. AAA – Scott Stuart

1. Scott advised that the conference was a great success.

a. Thanked Joe Sapienza for hosting the hospitality room.
2. There will be a June meeting to discuss issues such as how to deal with budgets; JV programs being cut, etc.
B. Tom Kostrzebski –
1. Congratulations to the recipients of the following awards.
a. Athletic Administrator – Paul Thompson (Ichabod Crane)

b. Distinguished Service – Ed Springstead (Cross Country-Shaker)

c. Secretarial Service – Donna Barton (Queensbury)
d. Community Service – Top Form

XII. COA/NYSHPERD – Bob McGuire   - 
A. Section 135.4 is a targeted area.

B. Review pages 43-44 of the NYSPHSAA yellow handbook.

C. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact Bob.

XIII. Old Business:  None
XIV. New Business:

XV. Adjournment:  12:45 p.m.

Motion by Dale Wotherspoon; 2nd by Steve Nolan to adjourn.

Discussion:

Vote:  Passed unanimously

Future Meetings

Next Athletic Council Meeting
Next Executive Committee Meeting

   Wednesday, June 1, 2011


 Thursday, Ma6 5, 2011
               10:00 a.m.



                9:00 a.m.

    Glen Sanders Mansion

               Van Patten Country Club
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